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See all your sins on Jesus laid
The lamb of God was slain

His soul was once an offering made
That all may heaven gain.    

This verse from Charles Wesley’s well-known hymn ‘O 

for a thousand tongues to sing’ proclaims clearly the 

gospel message of the first Methodist preachers that, 

through Jesus, ‘All can be saved’. As such, it expresses 

in song the words of Paul in Colossians 1:19, when 

speaking about Christ, ‘For God was pleased to have all 

his fullness dwell in him and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 

in heaven by making peace through his blood, shed on 

the cross’.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SAY THAT WE 
ARE SAVED?
It is to know that because of the death of Jesus on the 

cross our sins have been forgiven, and there is now 

nothing that separates us from the love of God. It is to 

know the reality of the Holy Spirit within us, granting 

us strength and wisdom and enabling us to grow in 

Christ’s likeness. It is to know that earthly death is not 

the end, but the gateway to a new and richer experience 

of God in his heavenly kingdom.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
In his conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus says ‘For God 

so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life’ (John 3:16). Later, having fed five thousand 

people with loaves and fish, we read that Jesus says, ‘Do 

not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures 

to eternal life. The people reply, ‘What must we do to do 

the works that God requires?’ Jesus answers, ‘The work 

of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent’ (John 

6:27-29). Here is the good news. To be saved, we just 

need to believe in the one God has sent – to believe that, 

through Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we can know 

the blessings of eternal life.  It is as simple as that.

It is important to say, however, that although all can be 

saved, this does not mean that all will be saved. So: 

WHAT KIND OF THINGS CAN HINDER OUR 
SALVATION?  
The first thing is when we don’t recognise our own 

sin. It is interesting that when the Holy Spirit comes in 

power upon groups of people at times of revival, the 

first thing that happens is that a person is convicted of 

their sin. This is necessary, because people who are not 

aware of their sin see no need of a Saviour. So the Holy 

Spirit first convicts a person of their sin and then when 

a person is cut to the heart, the Holy Spirit reveals to 

them the wonderful news that they have a Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, who has taken away those sins and put them 

right with God, once and for all. Such movements of the 

Holy Spirit are, unsurprisingly, often accompanied by 

waves of emotion, tears of sorrow and outpourings of 

heart-felt praise.  

The second thing is when we see salvation as something 

to be earned by adopting certain attitudes or performing 

certain actions. We can sometimes give the impression 

in the church that to be saved requires more than simply 

believing in Jesus. The home page of the Methodist 

Church website, for example, does not focus on Jesus 

but instead describes what the Methodist Church is 

and what it does, giving the impression that to be part 

of the body of Christ requires both an assent to certain 

attitudes and a commitment to certain actions.  

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE’RE SAVED?
It is interesting that for many years, John Wesley 

struggled to try and prove himself worthy of his 

salvation. It took him until 24 May 1738 – his warmed 

heart experience – finally to understand that it is not 

what we do for God that saves us, but what God has 

already done for us in Jesus. This message of Jesus’ love 

and sacrifice changes hearts and leads to reformed lives. 

Dallas Willard writes in his book ‘Renovation of the 

Heart’ (2002) ‘The revolution of Jesus is in the first place 

a revolution of the human heart. It did not and does not 

proceed by means of social institutions and laws, the 

outer forms of our existence. Rather, his is a revolution 

of character, which changes people from the inside 

through personal relationships with God in Christ and 

with others’ (p. 19).

This was evident one Christmas in the middle of the 

Welsh Revival. An eyewitness observed, ‘It can truly 

be said that the Christmas of 1904 was the first real 

Christmas many children of Wales ever had.  Money 

usually spent in the pubs instead purchased groceries 

and Christmas toys and where in previous years there 

has been poverty and misery, this year there was 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

ALL CAN BE SAVED

Pray for the Holy Spirit to bring conviction of sin across 

the Connexion and the nation; the knowledge that all 

can be saved; an awakening and hunger in people to 

explore faith and find the saving grace of Jesus; for the 

transformation of lives giving fresh focus and hope in 

place of fear and despair. (Romans 6:23; Acts 2:38).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH

Children and Young People: For youth and children’s 

workers to be inspired by the Holy Spirit in bringing 

the Good News of Jesus into young lives in creative and 

innovative ways; protection from erroneous teaching; 

and for enthusiasm amongst young people to seek and 

find the truth and spread it to their peers, bringing 

revival in their generation. (Isaiah 54:13; Titus 2:6-8).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES

The Government: for Sir Kier Starmer and all members 

of the Cabinet as they discuss and formulate policies 

affecting the entire nation, that they may put the needs 

of the nation before self-interests; a return to the 

Christian values on which the laws of the land were once 

based; Christian MP’s, for their protection and their 

Christian values to shine out, influencing all discussions 

and policies. (Psalm 2:10-11; Proverbs 28:2-3).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES: 

Israel/Gaza:  The Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu; 

the worldwide rise in anti-semitism; war with Gaza; 

leaders of opposition groups – Hamas, Hezbollah, PLO 

& Fatah; adequate aid to reach civilians in Gaza; for all 

living in Israel and the Palestinian Territories to come 

to a living faith in Christ Jesus; God’s will to be done; 

pray for the peace of Jerusalem. (Matthew 24:6-9; Psalm 

122:6-9).

Planet in Crisis Changing climate and the effect on 

wildlife on land and in oceans; cleaning up of polluted 

environments; loss of habitats and extinction of wildlife 

and destruction of ecosystems due to human activity; 

the will of governments to act. (Romans 8:19-22; 

Revelation 4:11).

plenty and joyfulness.  Inquiries of the police showed 

that not a single prisoner was detained during the 

Christmas holidays. And in one of the local collieries, 

an official remarked that from morning to night he did 

not hear a single oath uttered by any of the working 

men’ (Goodrich, Morgan, Roberts and Stead, ‘The 

Welsh Revival and the Story of the Welsh Revival by 

Eyewitnesses’, 2015, p. 141).

In short, Methodists believe that ‘all can be saved’ and 

all that is necessary for our salvation is simply and 

humbly to trust in Jesus, to believe in our hearts that 

‘his soul was once an offering made, so that we may 

heaven gain.’

REV DR JACQUELINE 
QUARMBY 
Jacqueline is a Methodist 
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at Bristol University and in 

Methodist Schools.

It is not what we do for 
God that saves us, but 
what God has already 
done for us in Jesus.

A person who is not aware 
of their sin sees no need of 

a Saviour.
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These spiritual senses can be trusted, every bit as much 

as the physical senses, to provide us with totally reliable 

access to the assurance of God’s love. Such spiritual 

realities are ‘immediately and directly perceived, if our 

spiritual senses are rightly disposed’ (Sermon 10.II.9 

‘The Witness of the Spirit I’). This is how the Spirit bears 

witness with our spirits that we truly are the children of 

God (Romans 8:16). The Spirit shows it to our spiritual 

senses. He causes us to know it at a deep level.

Wesley describes the calming effects of this inner 

confirmation:

. . . he works upon the soul by his immediate influence, 

and by a strong, though inexplicable operation, that the 

stormy wind and troubled waves subside, and there is a 

sweet calm; the heart resting as in the arms of Jesus, and 

the sinner being clearly satisfied that God is reconciled, and 

that all his ‘iniquities are forgiven, and his sins covered’ 

(Sermon 11.II.4 ‘The Witness of the Spirit II’).

CONCLUSION
‘Perfect love casts out fear,’ says John (1 John 4:18). It 

turns it out of doors. God’s love filling us, resulting in 

an overflow of love for God and for others, is the only 

thing that finally triumphs over fear, over anxiety, 

over worry. Certain techniques can calm us. I am 

prone to anxiety myself. I can recommend asking your 

smart speaker to play ‘BBC Radio 3 Unwind;’ I can 

recommend Ashwaghanda tablets; I can recommend 

breathing through the Jesus Prayer, and walking. Many 

of the solutions commonly recommended I too have 

found useful, but there is nothing to compare with the 

moment in November 2017 when, in an empty office 

next to mine at Cliff College as I sat before the Lord, 

I truly saw and knew that God first loved me. He had 

always loved me and always would. It was the beginning 

of the end of all fear. My prayer for me and for you is 

that we would become ever more filled with that love as 

the Spirit continues to reveal to our spiritual senses its 

full astonishing reality.
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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

ALL CAN KNOW THEY ARE SAVED

For people to have the assurance of sins forgiven; to 

have a certain hope of eternity and knowledge of being 

loved by God; for people’s spirits to be in tune with 

God, to know what his will is for their lives; to reach 

out to others sharing that same assurance. (Hebrews 10: 

22-23; John 5:24).

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH

MET Revive: Chris Briggs as Chair; for the Executive 

and Trustees; for wisdom and discernment on the way 

forward; David Hull in his Ambassador role; ongoing 

Bible studies and prayer meetings; Revive Weekend 

Conference exploring the ‘Four All’s of Methodism’, 

14-16 November – for the speakers, Paul Smith, Grace 

Pratt Morris-Chapman & Chris Briggs, safe travel for all. 

(Matthew 10:16; Hebrews 10: 22-24).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES

Christians in the Workplace; Those struggling to stand 

up for Christian values in workplaces, especially in 

media and education; for their integrity to shine out; 

courage and boldness to speak out against injustices; 

protection against false accusations and lies. (2 Timothy 

1:7; Psalm 27: 1-5).

Immigration: Home secretary, Shabana Mamood; 

wisdom for the government tackling immigration 

and asylum seekers; those fleeing persecution in their 

own countries; the exploitation of those crossing the 

channel in small boats; the stopping of and justice for 

the criminal gangs perpetuating the exploitation and 

suffering of vulnerable people. (Leviticus 19:33 – 34; 

Zechariah 7: 9-10).

Assurance can only 
rest here: in a love that 

loved us first

And can it be that I should gain

an interest in the Saviour’s blood?

Died he for me, who caused his pain?

For me, who him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be

that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

‘Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies!

Who can explore his strange design?

In vain the first-born seraph tries

to sound the depths of love divine.

‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,

let angel minds enquire no more.

He left his Father’s throne above -

so free, so infinite his grace -

emptied himself of all but love,

and bled for Adam’s helpless race.

‘Tis mercy all, immense and free;

for, O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay

fast bound in sin and nature’s night;

thine eye diffused a quickening ray - 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light,

my chains fell off, my heart was free,

I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

No condemnation now I dread;

Jesus and all in him is mine!

Alive in him, my living Head,

and clothed in righteousness divine,

bold I approach the eternal throne,

and claim the crown, through Christ, my own.

And Can It Be
C H A R L E S  W E S L E Y 
( 1 7 0 7 - 1 7 8 8 )
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was the atmosphere of the home and a responsibility 

which Susanna took very seriously. All the children were 

nurtured with the aim of enabling them to achieve these 

twin goals. This determined the course of John Wesley’s 

life as he pursued the life of discipleship.

Many have argued that it was this which led both John 

and Charles to offer for the Anglican priesthood and 

in turn to offer for service in the colonies, in their case 

America, but if they hoped that such service would bring 

any sense of achievement they were both disappointed. 

Returning to England in disgrace he wrote, whilst 

passing the Lizard Point on the tip of Cornwall, ‘I went to 

convert the Indians but who will convert me?’

THE MOMENT OF REALISATION
The turning point came on 24 May 1738 when his heart 

was ‘strangely warmed’. From that moment his whole 

ministry moved in a new direction. We often emphasise 

the change of heart which caused this revolution, 

but there was also a change of mind. Crucially the 

Aldersgate experience convinced him that becoming 

a ‘real Christian’ was not essentially about what we do; 

it is about what God does in us. This must also be true, 

he reasoned, with the life which follows conversion. 

It cannot be true that we are justified by faith and 

sanctified by works. God needs to do it all. We only need 

to yield to his great desire.

Further, whilst he acknowledged that sanctification can 

be a gradual process, the main thrust of his teaching 

was that, just as we are justified in a moment, so we can 

be sanctified in a moment. 

No doubt there will be a process leading to that moment, 

and certainly there will be development from it; but 

the change, being saved to the uttermost, occurs in an 

instant. We can be entirely saved from sin in this life.

All this begs the question ‘What is sin?’ Wesley 

understood it to be the wilful transgression of the 

known will of God. We can act in ignorance either not 

knowing the will of God or inadvertently transgressing 

it, but Wesley would not have identified this as sin. 

Things like lapses of memory, for example, are not 

sin. The intention is not there, and clearly intention is 

very important in our consideration. Sometimes the 

intention can be right but the result wrong. As long as 

the intention is right, it is not sin, even though it may 

fall far short of perfection. Your child returns from 

school and proudly presents you with a painting he has 

done. You stick it on the fridge door whereupon he tells 

you that it is upside down. Good intentions but less 

than perfection.

Yet despite these considerations Wesley continued 

to insist on using the term ‘Christian Perfection’. 

When challenged he retorted that this was the phrase 

that Jesus used (Matthew 5:48). To Wesley it was 

inconceivable that Jesus would make a demand which 

was unattainable. No, the very fact that he requires it 

means that it is attainable. We can know this ‘Second 

Blessing’ here and now.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DOCTRINE
It was in the form that we have just outlined that this 

doctrine was exported to America with the Methodist 

missionaries, and the theological scrutiny it received 

there resulted in a number of significant developments. 

For one thing, largely as the result of the influence of 

Oberlin College and Charles Finney in particular, this 

second blessing was identified with the baptism in the 

Holy Spirit, but note: there is no emphasis here on the 

gifts of the Spirit, for that we have to wait until Asuza 

Street in 1904. Significantly, the second blessing was 

identified as the result of a new and deeper work of the 

Holy Spirit within the believer’s life.

Once this relationship between the second blessing and 

the work of the Holy Spirit was established it gained 

traction through the ministries of people like Phoebe 

Palmer, Sarah Lankford and Robert Pearsall Smith, 

together with his wife Hannah Whitall Smith. Robert 

Pearsall Smith published a book entitled ‘Holiness 

through Faith’ in 1870. It proved to be one of the 

foundation works of the growing holiness movement. 

It is rather difficult for us to imagine, but the Second 

Evangelical Awakening gave rise to a growing number 

of people longing for holiness. It was a mass movement 

much like the charismatic movement in a more 

recent generation. There was a deep desire for entire 

sanctification. In response, a number of conventions 

were held in Oxford and Brighton, one of which was 

attended by Rev T D Harford-Battersby, a canon of 

the Church of England. He hungered for a deeper 

spirituality and following the Brighton convention of 

1875 he consecrated himself afresh to God which led 

him to ‘a peace in trusting Christ for present and future 

sanctification which exceeded our utmost hopes’. 

He and his friend Robert Wilson both wanted to be 

involved in the promotion of holiness and together they 

determined that a new convention with that aim ought 

to be held. Harford-Battersby suggested that this be 

held in Keswick, his own parish, and a large marquee 

be pitched on the vicarage lawn to accommodate 

the crowds. Thus the Keswick convention was born. 

The promotion of holiness was its stated aim and in 

those early days, as the record of speaker’s messages 

records, the thrilling result. It is clear that the Keswick 

convention has developed since that time, but that’s 

another story.

HOLINESS TODAY
We may find this brief resume of holiness history and 

teaching both interesting and confusing, so we need 

to finish on a positive note. God is seeking people who 

not only know what Christ has done for them, but 

experience what the Holy Spirit can do within them. 

This is the great need of the church. We don’t need 

better organisation or more training classes. We need 

more people who have been made like Jesus through 

the work of the Spirit within. In a chaotic world where 

ordinary people long for something which really can 

make a difference we need folk whose lives have been 

transformed and who are living examples of the peace 

which Christ can bring. Well might we sing ‘Let the 

beauty of Jesus be seen in me’ and make it our prayer 

that this will be our daily experience.

REV D. PAUL SMITH
Paul is a supernumerary 
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in the South West 

Peninsula District.

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

ALL CAN KNOW THEMSELVES SAVED TO 
THE UTTERMOST

Pray for the Holy Spirit to bring transformation of 

heart soul and mind in the lives of all throughout the 

Connexion and beyond; a desire within individuals for 

a deeper spirituality and a closer relationship with God 

that all may know themselves saved to the uttermost. 

(Psalm 63:1-5; Jeremiah 29:13)

FOCUS ON THE CHURCH

The Methodist Church: The president and vice 

president of Conference, Rev Richard Andrew and Mr 

Matthew Forsyth as they take up office; for a return to 

an emphasis of spreading Scriptural Holiness across  

the land; at the start of a new connexional year, for 

all presbyters, deacons, local preachers, and worship 

leaders to receive fresh inspiration of the Holy Spirit; 

Probationers taking up their first appointments; those 

who have come to serve in Britain from the world 

church that they will adapt to a different culture and 

new ways of doing things. (Deuteronomy 5:32-33; 1 

Peter 5:1-4).

Cliff College: Rev Dr Andrew Stobart as he takes up office 

as principal; uptake of students for the new academic 

year; continuity for both staff and students in a new 

‘phase’ of the college; suitable placements for students 

to reach out to communities; for adequate funding and 

resources. (Romans 10:13-15; Hebrews 13:20-21).

FOCUS ON NATIONAL ISSUES

Education: Minister for Education; schools across the 

country – good curriculum content; the Cass Report 

to be upheld and enshrined in law; universities – all 

students, especially those attending for the first time; 

Christian unions reaching out with the gospel of Christ, 

for their protection; for an openness among the student 

population to the gospel and eagerness to find out more; 

courage for all Christian teachers and lecturers to stand 

up for Christian values. (Jeremiah 29:11; Colossians 2:8).

Anti-social Behaviour: Creative solutions to the 

underlying  issues which are causing a rise in crime and 

lawlessness in parts of the country; the tackling of gang 

culture, knife crime and the use of drugs and alcohol; for 

youth workers reaching out to those stuck in the cycle of 

violence, drug and alcohol abuse, particularly Christian 

youth workers; for perpetrators to find new direction, 

focus, and positivity in Christ, transforming their lives; 

support for victims. (Psalm 34:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7).

FOCUS ON WORLD ISSUES:

Russia/Ukraine: Pray for President Volodymyr Zelensky 

in the volatile situation he faces; for Ukraine to receive 

the necessary resources they need; the pushing back of 

Russian aggression; for a fair solution for peace to be found 

acceptable to Ukraine; Christians on both sides of the war 

and for their protection, especially for Russian Christians 

in a repressive regime; the Russian Orthodox Church to be 

true to biblical truth. (Psalm 55:22-23; Romans 1:18).   


